Attending college in the United States to play baseball is a dream that can become a reality. It’s important to understand that all colleges in the United States require incoming students to have SAT or ACT test scores on file, as well as the appropriate number of required academic core classes completed, which after 2012 will be 16 total core classes. In order to check the courses needed and the proper requirements for admission to a United States college or university every student should familiarize themselves with the National Collegiate Athletic Association website, www.ncaa.org. The NCAA Manual has Bylaw 14.1.6 which speaks to the necessity of having proper paperwork filed in the NCAA office for all international student-athletes. There is also a section in the eligibility center website ( noted below) which will ask the international student-athlete a series of questions pertaining to the validity of their amateur status. These questions pertain to the perks and/or gifts or subsidies that were received by the student-athlete prior to their application to a member NCAA institution.
If potential international students are interested in non-NCAA schools, there are many sources of information available.  For schools in the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA),  a guide may be found at:

http://www.naia.org/fls/27900/1NAIA/membership/NAIA_GuidefortheCollegeBoundStudent.pdf?DB_OEM_ID=27900
Information regarding Junior College admissions may be found at:

www.njcaa.org/todaysNJCAA_Eligibility.cfm
There are several search engines which allow the international student to identify the colleges which may be best suited to their needs. Things to consider are the academic nature of each university, it’s propensity to have international students in their mix, the location of the institution and the competitive level of the conference of which the school is a member.

The availability of the internet and the websites for each school will certainly give a clear picture of the necessary ingredients to have a successful international experience in the United States.

What follows is an overview of questions which can be directed to the coaching staff at a school, or asked directly of the staff if you are able to visit the school. Additional questions can be derived from the myriad of international baseball websites available through the International Sports Group, the American Baseball Coaches Association and the International Baseball Federation.
Through the utilization of the following questions a good and clear picture of each school can be drawn.

What to do now:

· Register with the NCAA Clearinghouse at www.eligibilitycenter.org
· Research college choices from academic/athletic perspectives

· Make a two minute DVD of your skills with coach’s comments included

· Challenge yourself academically

· Participate in a monitored weight training/conditioning program

· Play at the highest available level during the summer

What to plan to do soon:

· Visit all the potential schools that you plan to apply to

· Obtain an unofficial copy of your transcript to bring on visits

· Make enough copies of your DVD to leave one at each school

What to ask when you visit:

· What are your needs in this year’s recruiting class?

· What is the percentage of freshmen in each of your recruiting classes?

· Do you add transfers to your roster in January?

· What percentage of freshmen are redshirted every year?

· Is there a junior varsity option?

· How are class schedules orchestrated for your athletes?

What are potential RED FLAGS?

· The Head Coach is not available, or simply doesn’t meet, potential athletes

· No individual input when selecting coursework

· Current players always speak the truth, listen to what they have to say

· Violations which have been identified in the program over the past five years

My best suggestions:

· You need to honestly evaluate your abilities academically and athletically

· Find a school that fits your personality, trust your instincts

· Division 1 athletes are there for a reason, DII and DIII athletes are just as good

· There is a college for everyone, finding a program for everyone is different

Be sure to address whether or not the school has any international scouting contacts which you could reference for them. Most schools in the more competitive conferences are open to international players and will have contacts around the world who can speak to the abilities of the student-athletes in question if those athletes have participated in European or International tournament play.
